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Sefton Workshop UK, 13 — 15 October 2004.

Regional Parks: delivering sustainable tourism at t he coast?

The purpose of the workshop is to

- examine the ‘regional park’ concept being developed in England’s North West
Region,
- assess how the concept could help to promote sustainable tourism at the coast,
and
- review its possible wider application, or similar actions, in partner areas

During this workshop delegates will experience the varied character of the coastline
and settlements of England’s North West Region. Starting from Liverpool’s city
waterfront (now a World Heritage Site) we will travel to the Sefton Dunes, and stay at
the seaside resort of Southport. Day 2 will take us around the expanse of the Ribble
Estuary, including the city of Preston, finishing with dinner at a well-known Lake
District inn and staying at a hotel close by. Day 3 will provide a glimpse of the broad
seascapes of Morecambe Bay and will finish at the RSPB’s beautiful reserve at
Leighton Moss, just north of Lancaster. Transport during the workshop will be
provided by the host partner.

Delegates will meet some of the key people developing regional parks, coastal
planning and coastal partnerships in the North West. During a stimulating and
challenging workshop programme, you will be invited to contribute to the
development of regional coastal policy, and will be able to assess if the work in the
North West is applicable to, or can benefit from, action in other parts of the EU. The
workshop will provide outcomes relevant to both local and CoPraNet partners.

Outline programme: (for detailed timetable see page 4) ‘

- Arrive Tuesday evening 12 October. Overnight in Liverpool

- DAY 1 Wed 13 - Introductions, initial presentations (Mersey Waterfront
Regional Park) and discussions. Site visits Liverpool Waterfront/World
Heritage Site, Sefton Coast, Southport. Dinner and overnight in Southport.

- DAY 2 Thurs 14 — Site visits Ribble Estuary, Preston Docks presentations
(North West Development Agency, RSPB) discussion and lunch at RSPB
Discovery Centre, Lytham St Annes. Dinner and overnight - Punchbowl Inn
and Damson Dene Hotel, Cumbria

- DAY 3 Fri 15 - presentations (Morecambe Bay Partnership, Cumbria County
Council) at RSPB Leighton Moss Reserve, Lancashire. Free afternoon to
allow Friday evening departures if required. Overnight in Liverpool

- Saturday 16 depart
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Outline content

The coast of NW England extends for 1000km from Chester in the south to Carlisle in
the north. It is mainly a lowland coast including major estuaries such as Morecambe
Bay 31,000 ha), with settlements varying from the Liverpool conurbation to small
resorts and working coastal towns.

There has been debate for some time about how best to promote and manage this
valuable coastal resource. There are several coastal partnerships, and a lot of
coastal planning policy work, with links to economic regeneration.

Regional parks were proposed by the North West Development Agency in 1999 as
“strategic projects designed to create and manage a range of new regional park
resources close to main centres of population”. The first regional park has been
established incorporating the Liverpool waterfront and surrounding coastal areas of
the Mersey Estuary. Further proposals are at different stages of preparation. The
concept is supported by regional planning policy

The practical application of the idea is still being worked out. However, it has caught
people’s imagination, and focussed attention on sustainable tourism and
management of the coast, which will be of direct interest to partners in the Coastal
Practice Network. CoPraNet partners therefore have a real chance to contribute to
the development of local policy.

The workshop will give delegates the opportunity to talk to key players from
government, regional agencies, local authorities and NGOs working on regional
parks. CoPraNet delegates will be joined by a small number of invited delegates from
the local area at each of the three venues.

Day 1 will concentrate on the Mersey Waterfront Park, and the economic and
environmental opportunities provided by an active regional park programme.

Day 2 is based on the Ribble Estuary where there are proposals for Regional Park
based on the area’s wildlife value, with a major habitat creation project at its core.

Day 3 will focus on Morecambe Bay, and whether the regional park concept is
relevant to the management of this magnificent coastal landscape.

The programme for each day will allow for short presentations from local
practitioners, joint discussion and site visits. A short evening discussion on Days 1
and 2 will allow delegates to take stock of events as the workshop proceeds. In the
final discussion on Day 3 delegates will be asked to form conclusions on the main
questions set out in the purpose of the workshop. Discussions and conclusions will
be incorporated in the workshop report.

The range of issues to be encountered will ensure that delegates from all partner
organisations will find matters relevant to their own experience, and your
contributions to the local debate will be greatly valued.
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Travel and Accommodation

Access to Liverpool by sea/land

By ferry to Hull and via M62 (approx. 3 hours by car). There are regular train
services Hull to Liverpool Lime Street. (For UK train services:
www.nationalrail.co.uk)

Eurotunnel to London. Change in London to West Coast Line (Euston station).
Trains every hour (approx. 2 % hrs to Liverpool Lime Street).

National Express run frequent (and cheap) coach services Liverpool/Hull or
London. (National Express inquiries: # 44 08705 80 80 80)

Access to Liverpool by air:

Liverpool John Lennon Airport:- Easy Jet or Ryan Air from various parts of the
EU. There is a service from City Airport London (VLM). Regular bus service from
airport to city centre (80), or taxicab.

Manchester Airport: Most airlines (KLM, BA etc). Regular train service from
Airport to Liverpool Lime Street (approx 1 Hr). Coach services also available.

Transport to and from airports, stations etc on arriving/departing Liverpool will be at
delegates’ own expense. Travel during the workshop will be by coach provided by
Sefton, and will be free to delegates.

Accommodation: Delegates are responsible for paying their own hotel bills. Hotels
have been provisionally booked as follows:

12 October:  Express by Holiday Inn, Albert Dock £64 per person incl. b&b
This hotel is right on the waterfront in a Grade 1 listed building

13 October  Scarisbrick Hotel, Southport £65 pp incl b&b
On Lord Street, the main shopping boulevard in Southport

14 October = Damson Dene Hotel, Crosthwaite £59 pp incl b&b
South Lakeland, Cumbria

15 October  Express by Holiday Inn as above.

These bookings will have to be confirmed by Septemb er 27

The host partner will provide lunch and evening meal on Thursday 14 October, and
lunch on Friday 15 October. All other main meals will be at delegates’ own expense.

Arrival and departure times:

We are hoping most delegates will be able to spend the full three days with us,
arriving Tuesday evening and leaving Saturday morning. However, delegates could
join us Wednesday morning (13 October). For delegates who need to return on
Friday 15 October, the workshop is timetabled to return to Liverpool mid-afternoon
Friday.
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Regional Parks — delivering sustainable tourism at the coast? - Programme

DAY Activity

Tues 12 Arrive Liverpool. Check in at Express by Holiday Inn, Albert Dock

An evening briefing session may be arranged depending on number and time of arrivals.

Night at: Express by Holiday Inn, Albert Dock, Liverpool

Wed 13 10:00 — 11:30 - Morning discussion at Mersey Maritime boardroom (Mersey Docks & Harbour
Co., Pier Head)

Speakers: Sarah Wilde (Chair Mersey Waterfront Park) Louise Hopkins (Director MWP),
Caroline Thomas (North West Regional Assembly) Speaker from Government Office (tbc)

11:30 — 12:15 short walk Liverpool Waterfront. Pick up bus at Albert Dock
12:15 — 1:00 Crosby Marine Park

1:00 — 2:15 Cross House Inn, Formby - Light lunch. Meet Dave McAleavey (Sefton Coast &
Countryside Service) and Andrew Brockbank (Countryside Property Manager, National Trust)
and members of the Sefton Coast Partnership

14:15 - 15:45 Formby Point (Sefton Dunes) - short walk Lifeboat Road to National Trust
Freshfield Reserve.

15:45 — 17:00 - Southport - drive round Southport Seafront. Meet Tony Corfield (Tourism
Director, Sefton Council). Check in Scarisbrick Hotel. 17:00. 17:00 — 19:00 free time.

7:00 — 8:00 Pre-dinner discussion with Tony Corfield and Laurence Rose (Regional Director
RSPB). Supper at Cloisters Restaurant.

Night at: Scarisbrick Hotel, Lord Street, Southport

Thurs 14 | 8:30 — 10:00 - Drive RSPB reserve Marshside, Hesketh Bank (Ribble Estuary

10:00 — 11:00 - meet Cath Brogan (Preston City Council), view Preston Docks proposals

11:00 — 14:00 - Lytham Discovery Centre. Discussion and working lunch with lan Wray (North
West Development Agency), Laurence Rose (RSPB). Meet members of the Ribble Estuary
Steering Group

14:00 — 16:00 - Short drive along Blackpool waterfront then Via M55/M6 to Damson Dene
Hotel, South Lakeland. 16:00 — 18:00 free time.

18:00 — 19:30 Pre dinner discussion with Susannah Bleakley (Morecambe Bay Partnership)
19:30 Evening meal at Punchbowl Inn

Night at: Damson Dene Hotel, South Lakeland.

Fri 15 8:30-10:00 Drive from hotel to Leighton Moss reserve, including short walk up Arnside Knott
for views over Morecambe Bay

10:00 — 13:00 - Leighton Moss RSPB Reserve Visitor Centre. Presentations by Richard
Greenwood (Cumbria Tourist Board) and Susannah Bleakely. Final discussion and wrap up

Return Liverpool 13:00 — 15:00 (flexible). Check in hotel for those staying overnight. An
informal final evening meal may be arranged with agreement of remaining delegates.
Night at: Express by Holiday Inn Hotel, Albert Dock, Liverpool

Sat 16 All depart.

Delegates will be provided with briefing notes, maps, and directions closer to the time.
Useful websites relevant to the workshop:

Liverpool: www.visitliverpool.com

Mersey Waterfront Park: www.merseywaterfront.com

Sefton coast: www.seftoncoast.org.uk

Southport: www.visitsouthport.com

North West Coastal Forum: www.nwcoastalforum.co.uk

Morecambe Bay Partnership www.morecambebay.org.uk

North West Regional Assembly: www.nwra.gov.uk

North West Development Agency: www.nwda.co.uk or www.englandsnorthwest.com
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Outline framework of speakers and subjects:

Introduction and welcome by Sarah Wilde (Daily Post & Echo Newspapers), Chair of
the Mersey Waterfront Park Board

Louise Hopkins (Director, Mersey Waterfront Park). Background to MWP, current
and future development programme; relationship to sustainable tourism

Caroline Thomas (North West Regional Assembly). Regional Planning Guidance,
coastal planning and regional parks policy; spatial planning.

Government Office speaker to be confirmed
Regional Spatial Strategies and the coast, planning for sustainability

Evening Session:

Tony Corfield (Tourism Director, Sefton Council). Southport and MWP, North West
Coastal Resorts, sustainable tourism

Laurence Rose (Royal Society for the Protection of Birds). Introduction to the Ribble
Estuary Regional Park proposals and role of NGOs

Discussion of findings and interim conclusions

Laurence Rose (RSPB). Introductions and welcome. Ribble Estuary proposals;
habitat creation, nature conservation and economic development

lan Wray (North West Development Agency). Regional Parks and the Regional
Economic Strategy, regional economic development and tourism; role of the NWDA.

Evening session:

Susannah Bleakley (Morecambe Bay Partnership). Introduction to Morecambe Bay
and the Partnership

General discussion on findings and interim conclusions

Susannah Bleakley (Morecambe Bay Partnership). Introductions and welcome.
Role of the Partnership, prospects for a regional park centred on Morecambe

Richard Greenwood (Cumbria Tourist Board, Board member, MBP)
Morecambe Bay as a regional asset; tourism and the sub-regional economy.

Wrap-up discussion, conclusions and recommendations.
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